Claims 



[cl] 1 -A method for displaying axial images, the method comprising: 

receiving a reconstructed axial image, wherein said reconstructed axial image 
includes a pre-selected number of completed reconstructed slices, a slice 
thickness and an interval value; 

creating a reformatted axial image in response to said reconstructed axial 
image, wherein said creating includes: 

modifying said slice thickness in response to user slice thickness input; and 
updating said interval value in response to user interval value input; and 
displaying said reformatted axial image in response to user display input. 

[ c2 l 2.The method of claim 1 wherein said user interval value input includes an 

explicit value for said interval value. 

W [c3] 3.The method of claim 1 wherein said user slice thickness input includes an 

m explicit value for said slice thickness. 

[c4] 4.The method of claim 1 further including: 

§1 receiving at least one additional said completed reconstructed slice; and 

L displaying said reformatted axial image in response to said user display input 

111 and to said additional completed reconstructed slice. 

i - jj 

Sj C cS ] 5.The method of claim 4 wherein said receiving at least one additional said 

ItJ completed reconstructed slice is performed in response to a user selecting a 

resume acquire button. 

t c6 ] 6The method of claim 1 wherein said receiving, said creating and said 

displaying are performed in an interactive mode. 

t c7 ] 7.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes a render 

option selection. 

[ c8 ] S.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes a navigation 

mode selection. 

[c9] 

9.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes an annotation 
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level selection. 
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[cl 0] 1 0.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes an image 

location selection. 

[cl 1] 1 l.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes a resize 

selection. 

[cl 2] 1 2The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes a 

measurement selection. 

[cl 3 ] 1 3.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes an 

instruction to save said reformatted axial image in a reformat format. 

t c1 4] 1 4.The method of claim 1 wherein said user display input includes an 

instruction to save a current view of said reformatted axial image in a secondary 
capture image format. 



C cl 5 1 1 S.The method of claim 1 wherein said user slice thickness input includes an 

CO instruction to change said slice thickness by a pre-selected value. 

I c1 6] 1 6.The method of claim 1 wherein said user slice thickness input includes an 

If] instruction to set said slice thickness to a pre-selected value. 

U I 

S" t cl 7 ] 1 7.The method of claim 1 wherein said user interval value input includes an 

ill instruction to change said interval value by a pre-selected value. 

t cl 8 ] 18.The method of claim 1 wherein said user interval value input includes an 

instruction to set said interval value to a pre-selected value. 

f c1 9 1 19.A method for displaying axial images, the method comprising: 

receiving a reconstructed axial image, wherein said reconstructed axial image 
includes a slice thickness and an interval value; 

creating a reformatted axial image in response to said reconstructed axial 
image, wherein said creating includes: 

modifying said slice thickness in response to user slice thickness input; and 
updating said interval value in response to user interval value input wherein said 
user interval value input includes an explicit value for said interval value; and 
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displaying said reformatted axial image in response to user display input. 

[c20] 20.A computer program product for displaying axial images, the product 

comprising: 

a storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing instructions for 
execution by the processing circuit for: 

receiving a reconstructed axial image, wherein said reconstructed axial image 
includes a pre-selected number of completed reconstructed slices, a slice 
thickness and an interval value; 

creating a reformatted axial image in response to said reconstructed axial 
image, wherein said creating includes: 

modifying said slice thickness in response to user slice thickness input; and 
updating said interval value in response to user interval value input; and 
displaying said reformatted axial image in response to user display input. 



C c21 3 21 -A computer program product for displaying axial images, the product 

hi 



[c22] 



comprising: 

a storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing instructions for 
execution by the processing circuit for: 

receiving a reconstructed axial image, wherein said reconstructed axial image 
includes a slice thickness and an interval value; 

creating a reformatted axial image in response to said reconstructed axial 
image, wherein said creating includes: 

modifying said slice thickness in response to user slice thickness input; and 
updating said interval value in response to user interval value input wherein said 
user interval value input includes an explicit value for said interval value; and 
displaying said reformatted axial image in response to user display input. 

22.A system for displaying axial images, the system comprising: 

an image database, wherein said image database includes a reconstructed axial 

image; 

a workstation; 

a viewing processor in communication with said image database and said 
workstation and including viewing application software to implement the 
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method comprising: 

receiving said reconstructed axial image, wherein said reconstructed axial 
image includes a pre-seiected number of completed reconstructed slices, a slice 
thickness and an interval value; 

creating a reformatted axial image in response to user input and to said 
reconstructed axial image, wherein said creating includes: 
modifying said slice thickness in response to user slice thickness input; and 
updating said interval value in response to user interval value input; and 
displaying said reformatted axial image on said workstation in response to user 
display input. 

[c23] 23.The system of claim 22 wherein said user interval value input includes an 

explicit value for said interval value. 

[c24] 24.The system of claim 22 wherein said user slice thickness input includes an 

explicit value for said slice thickness. 



[c25] 25.The system of claim 22 wherein said viewing application software includes 

instructions to implement a method further comprising: 
receiving at least one additional said completed reconstructed slice; and 
yj displaying said reformatted axial image on said workstation in response to said 

user display input and to said additional completed reconstructed slice. 



. 3 



[ij f c26 l 26.The system of claim 22 wherein said viewing processor is in communication 

with said image database and said workstation via a network. 

[c27] 27.The system of claim 26 wherein said network is the Internet. 

[c28] 28.The system of claim 22 wherein said workstation is in communication with 

said viewing processor via a network. 

[c29] 29.The system of claim 28 wherein said network is the Internet. 

[c30] 30.The system of claim 22 further comprising an image station in 

communication with said image database. 



[c31] 



31. The system of claim 30 wherein said image station is in communication with 
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said image database via a network. 
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